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Lake  Erie's  Commercial  Fisliery 


Quick  facts 


•  Lake  Erie  is  the  largest  freshwater  commercial  fishery  in  Canada,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable 
freshwater  commercial  fisheries  in  the  world. 

•  In  201 1 ,  the  Lake  Erie  commercial  fishing  industry  caught  nearly  1 0,000  metric  tonnes  (22  million 
pounds)  of  fish  worth  $28  million,  much  of  which  were  sold  to  food  stores  and  restaurants  in 
Ontario,  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world.  The  total  value  of  Lake  Erie's  commercial  fishery  was 
$194  million  in  201 1. 

•  The  main  fish  species  in  Lake  Erie  include  walleye  (also  known  as  pickerel),  yellow  perch, 
smallmouth  bass,  rainbow  smelt,  white  bass,  white  perch,  freshwater  drum  rainbow  trout,  brown 
trout,  northern  pike  and  largemouth  bass. 

•  Lake  Erie's  commercial  fishery,  primarily  yellow  perch  and  walleye,  accounts  for  about  80  per 
cent  of  the  value  of  Ontario's  Great  Lakes  commercial  fishery. 

•  The  commercial  walleye  (pickerel)  fishery  is  widely  considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  world. 

•  Kingsville  and  Wheatley  Harbour,  on  Lake  Erie,  are  home  to  some  of  the  largest  commercial 
fresh  water  fish-processing  centres  in  Canada. 

•  Lake  Erie  is  the  smallest  of  the  Great  Lakes.  It  measures  about  388  kilometres  (km)  across  and 
92  km  from  north  to  south,  with  a  surface  area  of  25,700  square  km.  The  average  depth  of  Lake 
Erie  is  only  about  1 9  metres.  It  is  the  smallest  of  the  Great  Lakes  by  volume  and  the  shallowest. 

•  Eighty  per  cent  of  Lake  Erie's  total  inflow  of  water  comes  via  the  Detroit  River  from  all  the  upper 
lakes  (Superior,  Michigan  and  Huron),  the  St.  Clair  River,  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  nine  per  cent  from 
tributaries.  The  remaining  1 1  per  cent  comes  from  precipitation. 

•  The  shallowness  of  the  basin  and  the  moderate  climate  make  Lake  Erie  the  most  biologically  diverse 
and  productive  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

•  Of  all  the  Great  Lakes,  Lake  Erie  faces  some  of  the  greatest  pressures,  from  human  activity  and 
from  aquatic  invading  species,  which  can  alter  or  destroy  habitat  and  have  a  negative  effect  on 
fish  health  and  abundance. 

Lake  Huron's  commercial  fishery 

•  The  commercial  fishery  of  Lake  Huron  produces  the  largest  volume  of  whitefish  in  the  Great 
Lakes,  for  sale  primarily  in  U.S.  and  Ontario  markets.  Lake  trout,  walleye  and  yellow  perch 
contribute  to  the  commercial  fishery  as  well. 

•  In  201 1 ,  Lake  Huron's  commercial  fishery  contributed  about  $33  million  in  total  value  to  Ontario's 
economy. 


Ontario 


Lake  Superior's  commercial  fishery 

•  The  principal  commercial  fish  on  Lake  Superior  is  the  lake  whitefish. 

•  Thunder  Bay  and  Black  Bay  on  Lake  Superior  account  for  90  per  cent  of  the  lake  herring 
commercially  harvested  in  the  Canadian  waters  of  the  lake.  Lake  herring  are  primarily  harvested 
for  their  roe  (eggs),  which  is  shipped  mainly  to  the  U.S.  and  Europe. 

•  In  201 1 ,  Lake  Superior's  commercial  fishery  contributed  about  $3  million  in  total  value  to 
Ontario's  economy. 

Lake  Ontario's  commercial  fishery 

•  Lake  Ontario  supports  a  locally  important  commercial  fish  industry.  The  commercial  harvest 
comes  primarily  from  the  Canadian  waters  of  Lake  Ontario  east  of  Brighton  including  the  Bay  of 
Quinte  and  the  St.  Lawrence  River.  This  fishery  provides  more  than  a  dozen  species  of  warm  and 
cold-water  fish,  including  sunfish,  crappie,  bullhead,  white  perch,  yellow  perch  and  lake  whitefish, 
primarily  for  U.S.  markets. 

•  In  201 1 ,  Lake  Ontario's  commercial  fishery  contributed  about  $4  million  in  total  value  to  Ontario's 
economy,  with  $3  million  in  the  Bay  of  Quinte  area. 
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